Update Workgroup Minutes – January 28, 2008
The group covered §2 in Metadata_Changes_For_Update.doc.
Lookup Metadata Extensions (§ 2.2) was reviewed. This provides generic picklists in the RETS-Extensions. Example: Cities and Counties picklists. The reason for this extension is to support winnowing on the client in cases where one doesn’t want to make a trip to the server using validation expressions. In other words, they are used to guide GUI input before the validation occurs.

It’s important to note that servers can return a value of -1 for any METADATA_LOOKUP_TYPE requests, which is a signal that clients should use the LOOKUP_TYPE_BY_PARENT metadata instead. This is useful because it allows one to choose a specific parent, and then child, in order to minimize the quantity of data transferred. 
DisplayOrder: There was a Q/A session about the DisplayOrder field. 

Q: What happens when the DisplayOrder field is blank (see table 11-20.1)? 
A: It was decided that if the DisplayOrder is blank or missing, then the client SHOULD display the data in order which it is received. 
Q: What if the DisplayOrder sequence isn’t contiguous?

A: The DisplayOrder doesn’t have to be contiguous. If a data set has a DisplayOrder of 1, 2, 3, 7 then the order is preserved. 

Q: What if it came back with blanks: 3, 1, _, _, _? 

A: If any items are missing a DisplayOrder, then they are presented in the order in which they were received.  

Q: What if it comes back with duplicates? 1, 1, 3, 3, 5

A: Duplicates aren’t allowed according to the spec. 

Regarding the Compact Reply in § 2.2.2, the question of whether the dash character “-“ (as in Howard-MD) is ALPHANUMERIC was asked. As a result, it was decided to change the LongValue and ShortValue from ALPHANUMERIC to PLAINTEXT. This change was extended to the LongValue and ShortValue of the METADATA-LOOKUP_TYPE metadata as well (table 11-20.1). 
Presentation Metadata Extensions was reviewed. The presentation metadata exist to allow developers to create GUI’s that can accommodate different ways that an MLS might like to display and group data. 

COLUMN_GROUP_SET (§2.3.1) handles a tree structure. At each node in the tree there must be a 
COLUMN_GROUP_NAME, otherwise the given node is treated as one that displays no data.
COLUMN_GROUPS allows columns to be grouped together. 
COLUMN_GROUP_NORMALIZATION takes a flat structure of fields and turns it into a data entry grid. 

Other grouping mechanisms exist in the metadata extensions specification as well. 

Homework for next meeting: Read Presentation metadata section (§2.3). 

